
2014 SUMMER READING LIST 

 

12
th

 GRADE COLLEGE BOUND ENGLISH  

-Unlike years passed, there will not be an assessment dedicated to the summer reading book.  Instead, you will 

be asked to reference your readings in conjunction with a reading during the month of September.  This gives 

you ample time to read the summer selection and prepare for assessment. 

 The Last Lecture – Randy Pausch  

A lot of professors give talks titled "The Last Lecture." Professors are asked to consider their demise and to ruminate on what matters 

most to them. And while they speak, audiences can't help but mull the same question: What wisdom would we impart to the world if 

we knew it was our last chance? If we had to vanish tomorrow, what would we want as our legacy?  

When Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give such a lecture, he didn't have to imagine it 

as his last, since he had recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer. But the lecture he gave--"Really Achieving Your Childhood 

Dreams"--wasn't about dying. It was about the importance of overcoming obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing every 

moment (because "time is all you have...and you may find one day that you have less than you think"). It was a summation of 

everything Randy had come to believe. It was about living. 

In this book, Randy Pausch has combined the humor, inspiration and intelligence that made his lecture such a phenomenon and given 

it an indelible form. It is a book that will be shared for generations to come. 

"We cannot change the cards we are dealt, just how we play the hand." --Randy Pausch 

  

 If there is a possbility of you not passing 11
th

 CB English this year and you would be taking the class 

again next year, the following is your summer reading assignment: 

11
th

 GRADE COLLEGE BOUND ENGLISH 

Everyone reads: 

 For One More Day – Mitch Albom 

 

Choose one (1) book to read from the following list: 

 Mistaken Identity – Van Tian 

 Friday Night Lights – H.G. Bissinger 

 Anthem – Ayn Rand 

  

  



If you have signed up for 12
th

 AP English, the following is your summer reading assignment: Please email Mr. 

Belasco about posting to the message board: belascotj@lcmrschools.com  

 

12
th

 GRADE ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 

Read:  How to Read Literature like a Professor – Thomas C. Foster 

 

Choose one (1) book from the following list: 

 

1. A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving  

2. Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami 

3. Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

4. Love Medicine by Lousie Erdrich 
5. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (Mature Subject Matter) 

6. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (Mature Subject Matter) 
7. Atonement by Ian McEwan 

8. All the Pretty Horses by Cormac Mcarthy  
9. The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
10. To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf  

11.  Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte  
12. What is the What  by David Eggers  

13. Under the Feet of Jesus by Helena Maria Viramontes 
14. The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver  
15. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

16. Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer (Nicole Krauss’s Husband) 
17. The History of Love by Nicole Krauss (Jonathan Safran Foer’s Wife)  

18. Never Let Me  Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
19. White Noise by Don Delillo  

 

 

mailto:belascotj@lcmrschools.com
http://www.amazon.com/Things-They-Carried-Tim-OBrien/dp/0767902890/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241541775&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Kafka-Shore-Haruki-Murakami/dp/1400079276/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241541817&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.com/Their-Eyes-Were-Watching-God/dp/0060931418/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241541891&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Medicine-Novel-Louise-Erdrich/dp/0060786469/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241541983&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Man-Ralph-Ellison/dp/0679732764/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542155&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Handmaids-Tale-Everymans-Library/dp/0307264602/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542247&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Atonement-Ian-McEwan/dp/0099429799/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542336&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/All-Pretty-Horses-Cormac-McCarthy/dp/0679744398/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542380&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/All-Pretty-Horses-Cormac-McCarthy/dp/0679744398/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542380&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Jhumpa%20Lahiri
http://www.amazon.com/Lighthouse-Annotated-Virginia-Woolf/dp/0156030470/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542523&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Wuthering-Heights-Emily-Bronte/dp/1449579671/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1260985557&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/What-Dave-Eggers/dp/B001P3OMHI/ref=pd_cp_b_3
http://www.amazon.com/Under-Jesus-Helena-Maria-Viramontes/dp/0452273870
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&ie=UTF8&field-author=Helena%20Maria%20Viramontes
http://www.amazon.com/Poisonwood-Bible-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0061577073/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1337093403&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/The-Kite-Runner-Khaled-Hosseini/dp/1594480001/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1367948071&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Kite+Runner
http://www.amazon.com/Everything-Is-Illuminated-A-Novel/dp/0060529709/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1399554103&sr=8-1&keywords=everything+is+illuminated
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0393328627/ref=oh_details_o01_s00_i01?ie=UTF8&psc=1
http://www.amazon.com/Never-Let-Me-Kazuo-Ishiguro/dp/1400078776
http://www.amazon.com/White-Noise-Penguin-Classics-Edition/dp/0143105981/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1367949522&sr=8-2&keywords=white+noise


The Last Lecture and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

Assessment 

 

 After completing your readings of The Last Lecture over the summer and The Curious Incident of 

the Dog in the Night-Time over the last few weeks, you are to complete a 4 – 5 paragraph essay in class.  

You may use your books to help you cite specific examples in responding to the following topic: 

Compare and contrast the obstacles that the families in The Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time and The Last Lecture both face. 

 

Think over the family dynamics and issues in the books.  Were the families successful in overcoming the 

obstacles or did they simply adapt to them? 

 

Remember that paragraphs should contain at least 4 sentences.  Be careful using pronouns, make sure 

your references are specific.  You may use the space on the back of this paper for pre-writing and 

planning. 



12
th

 Grade AP Literature and Composition 

2014 Summer Reading List 

 

 Page 1 

I congratulate you on accepting the challenge of Advanced Placement Literature and Composition. The senior year will 
introduce you to world literature. Through the study of various literary forms, we will examine the changes in both 
writing and culture.  As part of this program, I ask you to read at least two books over the summer. Both of these books 
can be purchased at any of our local bookstores or borrowed from the libraries Furthermore, I have established message 
boards for each of the summer readings. You can reach the website at the following link: http://lcmraplit.freeforums.net/ 
, once you go to the page follow the instructions for signing up.  As you progress through the books, please post your 
comments (these can be significant quotes with your reactions, reflections on writing styles, or questions you may have.) I 
would like your response to How to Read Literature like a Professor posted no later than July 30th (2 postings). You will post 
on the other book at least three times before August 25th (no more than two postings per week.) One of the postings must 
apply ideas from How to Read Literature like a Professor to a chapter from your book. The postings reflect an AP student’s 
intellect and drive, so they should clearly be longer than one or two paragraphs. I will be checking twice a week and will 
answer questions and leave my comments.  Upon your return to class in September, I will be assigning a separate essay of 
your reading to access your initial writing skills and comprehension skills. If you are looking for any other books to read 
and aim for books that have shown up on the AP Literature and Composition test, check Edmodo for a list of books 
appearing on the AP test as well as our fall syllabus – feel free to read ahead. Also, if I have not already set you up for 
Edmodo, please email me so I can get you the password. This will be our primary means of communication, and I will 
post all assignments on there.  Thank you and have a wonderful summer. If you have any additional questions regarding 
the selections, email me at belasco@alumni.rutgers.edu. 

 

Mr. Belasco 

The course will base much of its instruction on this book – take notes. Read this book before reading  

your other novels    

How to Read Literature Like a Professor : A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading 

Between the Lines by Thomas C. Foster 

What does it mean when a fictional hero takes a journey? Shares a meal? Gets drenched in a sudden rain 

shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily visible on the surface -- a 

symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected twist on a character -- and there's that sneaking 
suspicion that the deeper meaning of a literary text keeps escaping you.  

In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and gratifying it is to 

unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a quest; a shared meal may 

signify a communion; and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just rain. Ranging from major 

themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, How to Read Literature Like a Professor is the 
perfect companion for making your reading experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.  

http://lcmraplit.freeforums.net/
mailto:belasco@alumni.rutgers.edu


 

The authors and works represented here have all appeared on the College Board’s AP English Literature Exam. 
AP English is considered a college-level course and, as such, may include readings with mature language and themes.        

 Page 2 

 

 

 

About the Author 

Tom Foster is Professor of English at the University of Michigan, Flint, where he teaches classes in 

contemporary fiction, drama and poetry as well as creative writing and composition. He has written 

several books on twentieth-century British and Irish literature and poetry and lives in East Lansing, 
Michigan.  

 
 

Please choose one book from the following list  

1. A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving  

2. Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami 

3. Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

4. Love Medicine by Lousie Erdrich 

5. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (Mature Subject Matter) 

6. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (Mature Subject Matter) 

7. Atonement by Ian McEwan 

8. All the Pretty Horses by Cormac Mcarthy  

9. The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

10. To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf  

11.  Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte  

12. What is the What  by David Eggers  

13. Under the Feet of Jesus by Helena Maria Viramontes 

14. The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver  

15. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

http://www.amazon.com/Things-They-Carried-Tim-OBrien/dp/0767902890/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241541775&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Kafka-Shore-Haruki-Murakami/dp/1400079276/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241541817&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.com/Their-Eyes-Were-Watching-God/dp/0060931418/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241541891&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/Love-Medicine-Novel-Louise-Erdrich/dp/0060786469/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241541983&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Man-Ralph-Ellison/dp/0679732764/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542155&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Handmaids-Tale-Everymans-Library/dp/0307264602/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542247&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Atonement-Ian-McEwan/dp/0099429799/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542336&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/All-Pretty-Horses-Cormac-McCarthy/dp/0679744398/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542380&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/All-Pretty-Horses-Cormac-McCarthy/dp/0679744398/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542380&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Jhumpa%20Lahiri
http://www.amazon.com/Lighthouse-Annotated-Virginia-Woolf/dp/0156030470/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1241542523&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Wuthering-Heights-Emily-Bronte/dp/1449579671/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1260985557&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/What-Dave-Eggers/dp/B001P3OMHI/ref=pd_cp_b_3
http://www.amazon.com/Under-Jesus-Helena-Maria-Viramontes/dp/0452273870
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&ie=UTF8&field-author=Helena%20Maria%20Viramontes
http://www.amazon.com/Poisonwood-Bible-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0061577073/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1337093403&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/The-Kite-Runner-Khaled-Hosseini/dp/1594480001/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1367948071&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Kite+Runner


 

The authors and works represented here have all appeared on the College Board’s AP English Literature Exam. 
AP English is considered a college-level course and, as such, may include readings with mature language and themes.        
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16. Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer (Nicole Krauss’s Husband) 

17. The History of Love by Nicole Krauss (Jonathan Safran Foer’s Wife)  

18. Never Let Me  Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 

19. White Noise by Don Delillo  

 

Descriptions for all of these books are available at www.amazon.com  

LCMRAP Discussion board:  http://lcmraplit.freeforums.net/  

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Everything-Is-Illuminated-A-Novel/dp/0060529709/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1399554103&sr=8-1&keywords=everything+is+illuminated
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0393328627/ref=oh_details_o01_s00_i01?ie=UTF8&psc=1
http://www.amazon.com/Never-Let-Me-Kazuo-Ishiguro/dp/1400078776
http://www.amazon.com/White-Noise-Penguin-Classics-Edition/dp/0143105981/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1367949522&sr=8-2&keywords=white+noise
http://www.amazon.com/
http://lcmraplit.freeforums.net/


2014 SUMMER READING LIST 

11TH GRADE COLLEGE BOUND ENGLISH  

- Unlike previous years, there will not be an assessment dedicated to the summer reading book(s). 

Instead, you will be asked to reference the readings along with a reading during the month of 

September. This gives you MORE THAN ENOUGH time to read the summer selections and prepare for 

the testing once the year gets started.  

EVERYONE READS: 

FOR ONE MORE DAY by Mitch Albom 

THEN, CHOOSE ONE (1) BOOK TO READ FROM THE FOLLOWING LIST:  

MISTAKEN IDENTITY  by Don Van Ryn, Susie Van Ryn, Newell Cerak and Colleen Cerak 

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS by H.G. Bissinger 

ANTHEM by Ayn Rand 

 

If you plan on taking 11TH grade AP English, that list will be coming to your teachers ASAP!  

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search/1428716728?author=Don%20Van%20Ryn&detailed_search=1&action=Search
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search/1428716728?author=Susie%20Van%20Ryn&detailed_search=1&action=Search
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search/1428716728?author=Newell%20Cerak&detailed_search=1&action=Search
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search/1428716728?author=Colleen%20Cerak&detailed_search=1&action=Search


11th Grade AP English:  Ms. Siscone 

Please read and take notes on the following books: 

The Eloquent Essay by John Loughery 

The Jungle by Upton Sinclair 

We will be doing various activities with these books throughout the course of the first marking period,  

including an in-class debate, as well as various timed writings. 



10
th

 Grade College Bound Summer Reading Assignment 

 

The 10
th
 Grade College Bound Summer Reading Assignment is designed to prepare you for the 

discussion, reading expectations, and critical thinking needed to be successful in the course.  Your 

assignment is to read one of the following novels:  

 

Into the Wild by John Krakauer 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

The Good Thief by Hannah Tinti 

 

There will be an in-class essay asking you to compare and contrast a thematic element from the novel and 

one of the works we read in the beginning of next year. 

 

10
th

 Grade Honors Summer Reading Assignment 

The 10
th
 Grade Honors Summer Reading Assignment is designed to prepare you for the discussion, 

reading expectations, and critical thinking needed to be successful in the course.  Your assignment is to 

read The Color of Water by James McBride and complete the reaction journal assignment.   

 

Each student must keep a reaction journal as they read The Color of Water.  Below, the novel is broken up 

into six sections based on chapters.  After each section, write a 150 word response to the reading.  Your 

responses can discuss an idea from the reading that you found interesting, a point that the author made 

that you’d like to debate, or a detail you can relate to.  I am looking for deep, insightful thinking in this 

response, not merely a summary of the plot.  Reaction journals must be typed and double spaced.  They 

are due the Friday of the first week of school.   

 

 Section 1:  Chapters 1-5 

 Section 2:  Chapters 6-10 

 Section 3:  Chapters 10-13 

 Section 4:  Chapters 14-17 

 Section 5:  Chapters 18-22 

 Section 6:  Chapter 23 to the end of the novel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9th Grade Summer Reading Assessments 

College Bound- Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment- James Patterson 

Everyday there are thousands, if not millions, of animals being hunted and experimented on around the 

world.  Often we do not give a second thought about it.  In the novel, Maximum Ride: The Angel 

Experiment children are genetically altered to be given special skills including the ability to fly; while in 

the short story “The Most Dangerous Game” the tables are turned on a very skilled hunter.  How has 

reading these stories altered your view on animal experimentation and/or hunting?  Please respond in a 

five paragraph essay citing specific examples from one or both stories. 

 

Honors- A Separate Peace- John Knowles 

In the novel, A Separate Peace we see how jealousy can cause irreparable damage to a friendship and 

even lead to death.  In the short story, “The Scarlet Ibis” we are witnesses to how a brother’s pride can 

cause anger, hatred and untimely death.  Is there any way that the deaths of these two young men 

could have been avoided?  If so, how?  Please respond in a five paragraph essay citing specific examples 

from both stories. 
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