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UNDERSTANDING THE COMMON CORE STANDARDS  
& 

THE PARCC ASSESSMENTS 
 

1.  What are the Common Core Standards? 
a. The goal of the Common Core State Standards is simple:  we will provide teaching and learning 

to ensure that all students – including your child-become successful, and graduate college and 
career-ready. 

b. New Jersey has had high academic standards for over 20 years; known as the Core Curriculum 
Content Standards.  The nine content areas represented by the Core Curriculum Content 
Standards are English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, technology, 21st 
century life and careers, health and physical education, visual and performing arts, and world 
languages. 

c. The New Jersey State Board of Education voluntarily adopted the Common Core State 
Standards in 2010 to replace the English language arts and mathematics standards. 

d. Using the Common Core, students are given challenging lessons that require them to seek out 
and acquire knowledge, apply what they have learned, and build upon that information to 
create new knowledge. 

e. This update is what many good educators have been trying to do for a long time.  The CCSS 
help students move away from rote memorization and isolated skills and return to creativity 
and deeper learning in the classroom; provide personalized, rich content to students in 
innovative ways; and, allow students to both learn and to apply what they have learned. 

2. What do these standards mean for my child’s classroom experience? 
a. This means that in English language arts your son or daughter will strengthen their knowledge 

in reading, writing, speaking, presenting ideas, listening and understanding.  They will learn 
from all different types of literature and will have the opportunity to express their work in very 
creative ways.  The Common Core defines the skills that build the foundation for effective 
communication.  Like always, here in our district, we develop the lessons for your child. 

b. In math, your children will begin with a strong base including whole numbers, addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, and decimals.  These skills support a student’s 
ability to learn and apply more demanding math concepts and procedures as they move up 
grade levels.  In the middle school and high school, students practice applying analytical ways 
of thinking to real-world issues and challenges.  The standards prepare students to think and 
reason mathematically.  Each year of math builds on the prior year and prepares students for 
the next year of challenges.  When your sons and daughters graduate from 12th grade, they will 
have the knowledge and skills to begin college or enter the workforce. 
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3. What is PARCC and what does it have to do with the Common Core Standards? 

a. PARCC (Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) are the 
assessments which measure a student’s attainment of the knowledge and skills associated with 
the Common Core Standards.  Students will take PARCC in grades 3-11 in Mathematics and 
Language Arts.  These assessments will be administered beginning in the spring of 2015.  There 
will be two administrations of this assessment each year; The Performance Based Assessment 
(PBA) will be given late winter/early spring.  The End of Year (EOY) will be given late spring.  
Both assessments will be combined into one assessment score that will be available for each 
student the following fall.   

4. What can I do as a parent to help my child learn with the Common Core Standards? 
a. Encourage your child to stick with it, even when a problem becomes difficult. 
b. Help build independence and confidence in your child. 
c. Read to, with, and in front of your child and discuss what you read. 
d. Ask questions and learn more about the CCSS in your child’s classroom 
e. Connect with your child’s teacher about your child’s learning progress every month. 
f. Attend parent/teacher conferences and talk with teachers about your child’s strengths and 

weaknesses.  Ask your child’s teachers how you can best support your child at home. 
g. Participate in academic events that invite you to the school. 
h. Set a goal with your child to complete college or other advanced training after high school. 
i. Make your child’s success a family priority.  This means that school comes before sports, 

entertainment, or work. 
 
More information regarding the Common Core and the PARCC Assessments: 
 

 http://www.cgcs.org/domain/33 
o A short video explains how the Common Core State Standards will help students achieve at 

high levels and help them learn what they need to know to get to graduation and beyond. 
 
For information about the PARCC Assessments: 
 

 www.parcconline.org 
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