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1. In the article “Nonsensicals” the main idea is that Richard Bradley creates 
custom-made street signs outside his home on Route 47, in an effort to 
make people laugh as they drive by. 
 

2. There are facts that support the main idea in writing. These facts give 
additional information or more specific details. One supporting fact from the 
article is found in a quote by Mr. Bradley. He stated, “It’s a nonsensical thing 
to make people laugh. I do it for them to crack up.” Another supporting fact 
is that seeing shore traffic stopped still in front of his house in the summer 
and seeing, “some funny signs on the Internet” are what caused him to start 
planning and making these signs. These two facts show us that his intention 
was to make people laugh. 

3. There were important words within the article that helped me understand 
what I read.   

Nonsensical:  (adj.) ridiculous; foolish; senseless; absurd                                    
The signs he created were meant to be silly or absurd. 

Congested: (adj.) to fill to excess; overcrowd or overburden                                 
The road was over crowed because so many people were traveling to the 
beach. 

Varying: (adj.)to change or alter, as in form, appearance, character, or 

substance                                                                 

The signs were made in different or changed sizes. 

Duo: (n) two persons commonly associated with each other; coup     

Abbott and Costello were a couple of comedians who worked closely 
together. 

Straight-man role: (n) 

an entertainer who plays the serious part for a comic partner          

Abbott was the serious one in the comedy pair of Abbott and Costello. 



4. Authors write for a number of different reasons. Hoa Nguyen ‘s reason for 
writing this article is to entertain us with a story about a local man trying to 
make other people happy. 

5. Reading this article has taught me that both Richard Bradley and the people 
who see his signs enjoy them. Richard Bradley tells the reporter, 
“Sometimes cars will turn around just so people can snap a photo.” It isn’t 
just people driving by, his neighbors also like the signs. Florence McCart said, 
“We love having him. Maybe he goes over the top every once in awhile but 
that’s OK.” The fact that Mr. Bradley is, “planning a new batch next year” 
shows us that he also delights in the signs. “By next summer, I want to get 
eight or nine more,” Richard Bradley, said. These signs have made many 
people happy.  

 

Extra:  

6. The writer compares Richard Bradley with a famous comedian from the 
1940’s named Costello. This comparison is being made to show that this 
local man is funny. 

 

The answers to these questions are an Exemplar, showing the proper way to 

complete this assignment.  

 The important ideas from each question are restated within the beginning  
of its answer 

 Answers include excerpts (words quoted directly from the article) 

 Answers also include an explanation 

 Answers include a concluding statement 

 


